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[57] ABSTRACT 

An improved information storage and identification tag 
includes a substrate, an input mechanism disposed on the 
substrate and configured to receive a query signal, an output 
mechanism disposed on the substrate, and a response circuit 
disposed on the substrate. The response circuit is disposed in 
operative communication with the input mechanism and the 
output mechanism and is configured to output via the output 
mechanism at least one selectable response code in response 
to receipt of a query signal by the input mechanism. 

12 Claims, 19 Drawing Sheets 
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INFORMATION STORAGE AND 
IDENTIFICATION TAG 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to information storage and 5 
identification tags of the type frequently used, for example, 
as retail product security labels. Generally, information 
storage and identification tags (hereinafter referred to as 
"ID" tags) output a predetermined response to some type of 
query signal. The respoase may be very simple or relatively 
complicated and may be used to identify an object and/or to 
provide some information about the object, for example 
whether it has been purchased. 

One typical ID tag application is a passive radio fre- 3S 
quency (RF) tag disposed on an adhesive substrate. These 
tags are passive in that they operate using the energy of a 
received query signal. They include an antenna attached to 
circuitry components which are energized by the received 
query signal and which, when energized, excite the antenna 2Q 
to transmit a response radio frequency signal. 

In use, for example in a retail store security system, RF ID 
tags attached to store merchandise may be programmed to 
output a response code at a particular frequency. An RF 
query signal source is positioned proximate the store exit 2 5 
and outputs an RF query signal. If merchandise carrying one 
of these tags passes through the exit, the ID circuitry is 
energized by the signal and outputs a response signal. The 
response signal is received by a reader which activates an 
alarm. The reader may be an independent unit or may be 30 
associated with the signal source. 

Such RF ID tags typically include distinct component 
parts, such as standard resistors, capacitors and inductors 
disposed on the tag by standard manufacturing techniques 
such as pick and place, solder, or bonding. They include a 35 
rigid housing to protect the electrical components. 

RF ID tags may have various code or memory configu- 
rations. The most simple is the single code tag or label 
typically used by retail stores to deter theft as described 
above. These labels emit a single response when activated 40 
by a reader. The response is a simple yes or no, indicating 
whether or not the label is present or activated. 

Other tags respond with a code including a preset serial 
number. The response code is preset at the time of manu- 
facture. When activated by the reader, the tag responds with 
the preprogrammed serial number. 

Programmable ID tags typically contain a small memory 
chip and special electronics that allow programming and 
reprogramming of the memory chip. The memory capacity 5Q 
of the chips vary, and they may be able to store as little as 
a programmable serial number or as much as would fill 
many printed pages of data. 

It is also known to provide a plurality of resonant circuits 
on an RF ID tag, each resonant circuit configured with the 55 
tag to output a response signal at a predetermined frequency 
in response to a query signal. The number of possible 
different responses is determined by the number of indi- 
vidual circuits and/or the ability to time sequence the 
responses from the circuit. In such the systems, the ability to go 
provide a relatively large number of different responses is 
limited by tag surface area and circuit component cost. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention recognizes and addresses the fore- 65 
going disadvantages, and others, of prior art construction 
and methods. 



2 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved information storage and identification 
tag. 

More particularly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide an information storage and identification tag that 
may output a selectable response signal in response to a 
query signal. 

It is a still further object of the present invention to 
provide an improved radio frequency information storage 
and identification tag. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to provide 
an improved active or passive radio frequency storage and 
identification tag which is small and capable of inexpensive 
mass production. 

It is a still further object of the present invention to 
provide an improved active or passive radio frequency 
information storage and identification tag which may be 
mass produced in an uncoded state and which may be 
selectively coded by an end-user, or at the time of 
manufacture, to output one of a large number of possible 
response signals in response to a query signal. 

Some of these objects are achieved by an information 
storage and identification tag comprising a substrate, an 
input mechanism disposed on the substrate and configured to 
receive a query signal, and an output mechanism disposed 
on the substrate. A response circuit is also disposed on the 
substrate in operative communication with the input mecha- 
nism and the output mechanism. A response circuit is 
configured to output via the output mechanism selectable 
response signal in response to receipt of a query signal by 
the input mechanism. At least one of the input mechanism, 
the output mechanism and the response circuit includes at 
least one electrical lead at least partially controlling electri- 
cal operating characteristics thereof or electrical communi- 
cation thereamong and has a connection position at which 
electrical communication along the lead may be selectively 
enabled to at least partially select the response signal. 

In a preferred embodiment, the tag is a passive radio 
frequency (RF) device, particularly for use with ID labels. 
The tag construction could also, however, be used in non-RF 
configurations, where, for example, communication with the 
tag is effected through electrical contact points. 

Preferably, passive labels include response circuitry that 
includes one or more code circuits. A code circuit is a group 
of circuit elements or components which responds to a query 
signal to output a response code. The response code may, for 
example, be in the form of signal pulses and may be defined 
by the number of such pulses, the duration of the pulses, 
and/or the interval between the pulses. That is, the response 
code is the time-domain part of the response signal output by 
the label. Predetermining the response code is one way of 
storing information on a label. As discussed in more detail 
below, information may also be stored by predetermining the 
frequency domain part and/or the amplitude of the response 
signal. 

In one preferred embodiment, the response circuitry 
includes one or more code circuits, each configured to output 
a unique response code among the code circuits. The code 
circuits are selectably connected to one or more input/output 
mechanisms, which may be, for example, an antenna or an 
electrical contact point. The code circuits are connected to 
the input/output mechanisms by electrical leads, one or more 
of the electrical leads defining an open that prohibits elec- 
trical communication between the code circuits and the 
input/output mechanisms. Since the lags do not respond to 
a query signal until desired opens are filled, selective filling 
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of the opens determines which response codes are output in art, is set forth in the specification, which makes reference 

the response signal. to the appended drawings, in which: 

In a preferred embodiment, the input/output mechanisms FIG. 1A is a side view and plan view of a partially 
are one or more antennas configured to receive and transmit constructed information storage and identification tag con- 
signals at a predetermined frequency. A connection between 5 structed in accordance with the present invention; 
any given code circuit and a given antenna determines a FIG. ID is a side elevation and plan view of a partially 
response code and frequency at which that response code constructed information storage and identification tag con- 
will be generated and output in the response signal. Selective structed in accordance with the present invention; 
connection of the code circuits and the antennas determines FIG. 1C is a side elevation and plan view of an informa- 
the response code/frequency combinations that comprise the i° tion storage and identification tag constructed in accordance 
response signal. For example, a tag having two code circuits with the present invention; 

configured to output different codes, two antennas config- FIG. 2 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary circuitry 

ured to receive and transmit at different frequencies, and i ayoul f or an information storage and identification tag 

four electrical leads having opens defined thereon and constructed in accordance with the present invention; 

extending between the code circuits and the antennas in the is FIG. 3 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary circuitry 

four possible combinations would have eight possible layoul for an mformation storage ^ nd identification tag 

fot^^nsare filled* de P endin S u P on which of the constructed in accordance with the present invention; 

our opens are e . 4 - s a pj an v * ew 0 £ an i n f orma tion storage and 

Various configurations are suitable within the present identification tag constructed in accordance with the present 

invention. For example, a single code circuit may be select- 20 mvent j on - 

ably connected to a plurality of antennas or vise versa The FIG. 5 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary circuitry 

frequency of the response signal may be made selectable by h for an mformalion st and identification tag 

placing opens in the antenna, within the code circuits, or constructcd m accordancc wi th lhc prcS c nl invention; 

between the code circuits and the antenna. Opens may also L *• -n * ,• r i 

be provided in the code circuits between or within their " . FIG - f 15 a «=hemaUc illustration of an exemplary circuitry 

components to enable selective determination of the '"J™ 1 f ° r , an mtot ^ sor ff and ■dent.ficalion tag 

r j.u* • j * n ..-m. constructed in accordance with the present invention; 

response code that a given code circuit will output. The - . , . .„ . i , . . 

amplitude of the response signal may be made selectable by FIG. 7 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary circuitry 

providing opens in the antennas or within or between la y° ul for an "Ration storage and identification tag 

appropriate components in the code circuits. 30 constructed in accordance with the present invention; 

In another preferred embodiment, electrical communica- FIG ' 8 * a d ! a f ammatic ^tration of a layered con- 

tion within the code circuits, between the code circuits and stmctl0D °f an Ration storage and identification tag 

the input/output mechanisms, and/or within the input/output const ™ ted ■? accordance with the present invention using 

mechanisms are initially enabled. The tag is provided, P nnled circuit techni 1 ue s; 

however, with punch through positions at which electrical 35 FIG - 9A * a P artial diagrammatic illustration of a corn- 
communication may be severed. For example, electrical P onent of a code circuit constructed in accordance with the 
leads between code circuits and antennas maybe severed to present invention; 

disable electrical communication therebetween. The FIG - 95 k a partial diagrammatic illustration of a com- 

unsevered connections thus determine which response codes ponent of a code circuit constructed in accordance with the 

will be output at which frequencies. 40 present invention; 

Preferably, the code circuits are passive circuits. That is, FIG - 9C fe a P artial diagrammatic illustration of a com- 

the components of the code circuits are energized by energy ponent of a code circuit constructed in accordance with the 

received from an antenna or a contact point, causing the present invention; 

code circuit to output a response code back to the antenna or 45 FIG- 9D is a partial diagrammatic illustration of a com- 

contact point. The code circuits contain no independent ponent of a code circuit constructed in accordance with the 

power source. present invention; 

Additionally, the response circuitry may be constructed FIG - 9E is a partial diagrammatic illustration of a corn- 
by printed circuitry techniques, for example by printing ponent of a code circuit constructed in accordance with the 
conductive ink, such as a conductive polymer, onto a sub- 50 present invention; 

strate with a plotter, ink jet printer, screen printer, offset FIG. 9F is a partial diagrammatic illustration of a corn- 
printer or similar device or process. The antenna or contact ponent of a code circuit constructed in accordance with the 
point may also be printed onto the substrate, enabling the present invention; 

printing of the entire tag. The tags may be inexpensively FIG. 9G is a partial diagrammatic illustration of a corn- 
mass produced using such printed circuit techniques. 5S ponent of a code circuit constructed in accordance with the 
Furthermore, by using the open circuits and punch through present invention; 

positions, a single mass produced tag configuration allows FIG. 10 is a schematic illustration of selectively con- 

the end user, or the manufacturer prior to shipment to the end nected components for use in a code circuit in an informa- 

user, to select individual tag settings. tion and identification tag constructed in accordance with the 

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated and 60 present invention; 

constitute a part of the specification, illustrate preferred FIG. 11 is an electrical diagram representation of an 

embodiments of the invention and, together with the exemplary resonant circuit for use in an information storage 

description, serve to explain the principles of the invention. and identification tag constructed in accordance with the 

present invention; 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OFTHE DRAWINGS e FIG . 12isane ^ lodedviewofanmformationslorageand 

A full and enabling disclosure of the invention, including identification tag constructed in accordance with the present 

the best mode thereof, directed to one of ordinary skill in the invention; 
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FIG. 13 is an illustration of exemplary response code scope and spirit thereof. For instance, features illustrated or 

configurations for use with an information storage and described as part of one embodiment may be used on a nother 

identification tag constructed in accordance with the present embodiment to yield a still further embodiment. Thus, it is 

invention; intended that the present invention covers such modifica- 

FIG. 14 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary 5 lions and variations as come within the scope of the 

circuitry layout for an information storage and identification appended claims and their equivalents, 

tag constructed in accordance with the present invention; The present invention is concerned with an improved 

FIG. 15 is an exploded view of an information storage and information storage and identification tag ("ID" tag), 

identification tag constructed in accordance with the present Preferably, the tag includes a substrate upon which a 

invention- 10 multiple -layer circuit is printed. As those of ordinary skill in 

FIG. 16 is an exploded view of an information storage and ' his k art should ""derstand. » variety of printed circuit 

identification lag constructed in accordance with the present techniques miy be employed for example using conducive 

invention* m P 1 ™^ b v P ens * 1Q k J et P nnters > plotters, etc. on 

m „ ' . . . , substrates such as paper, plastic, ceramics, glass, metal or 

FIG. 17 is a diagrammatic view of exemplary contact 15 Qther suilablc materials. 

point configurations for use with an information storage and A ,. . t A tU , ir . n . t , 

K. . a . & , . . , . . & t Accordingly, FIGS. 1A through 1C illustrate the construc- 

idcntification tag constructed in accordance with the present f , * c , 

invention* n a mu " l "^ aver circult using, for example, a screen 

printing to apply successive layers of conductive and dielec- 

FIG. 18 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary tric polymer to form a multiple layer circuit pattern. For 
circuitry layout for an information storage and identification 20 exarnp i e) referring to FIG. 1A, a layer of conductive poly- 
tag constructed in accordance with the present invention; mer 10 ^ applied ^ a circuit pattem t0 a substrate n MiGT 

FIG, 19 is a plan view of an information storage and the conductive layer is cured, for example by infrared of 

identification tag constructed in accordance with the present ultraviolet light, a non-conductive or dielectric polymer 14 

invention for use with a schematically represented reader; (FIG. IB) is applied to insulate first conductive layer 10 for 

FIG. 20A is a schematic illustration of an exemplary 25 the application of subsequent layers. Referring to FIG. 1C, 
circuitry layout for an information storage and identification a second conductive layer 16 is disposed upon non- 
tag constructed in accordance with the present invention; conductive layer 14. A gap 18 is left in non-conductive layer 

FIG. 20B is a plan view of an information storage and 14 t0 P ermit electrical communication between the conduc- 

identification tag constructed in accordance with the present 3Q l * ve kyers 10 and 16 as desired. 

invention; Using the above-described printed circuit process, very 

FIG. 21A is a schematic illustration of an exemplary thin and light RF ID labels ma y be produced. For example, 

circuitry layout for an information storage and identification substrates as thin as 0.002 inches may be accommodated. 

tag constructed in accordance with the present invention; circuitry may be printed, however, on various types of 

FIG. 21B is a plan view of an information storage and 35 su Jf tra f tes ' for example from thick sheets of rigid material to 

identification tag constructed in accordance with the present rolls of verv thin flexible ™tenal. 

invention; Such printed circuit techniques, or others, may be used to 

FIG. 22A is a schematic illustration of an exemplary manufacture m 'information storage and identification tag 20 

circuitry layout for an information storage and identification as shown in FIG ' \ ,a & 20 deludes a res P°nse circuit 22 in 

tag constructed in accordance with the present invention; 40 communication with two antennas 24. Response circuit 22 

p, n „ n . . . r r . includes two code circuits 26 electrically connected to 

FIG. 22B is a plan view or an information storage and , ~ A , , . . , , , - c n , . . , , , - D . a 

. r r . .... antennas 24 by electrical leads 28. Electrical leads 28 define 

laentilication lag constructed in accordance with the present , . U1 ■.. , n . - . , ... 

& 1 selectable communication positions 30 which may be either 

invention; ... . it f , ... J 

open positions or punch through positions. 

FIG. 23 is an electrical diagram representation of an If , . UI ... ... , n 

. . r to . . r . az If selectable communication positions 30 are opens, there 

exemplary resonant circuit for use in an information storage * J • , t • , • .• u *. j • ■* <\c a 

, .K - n • . • i r is no electneal communication between code circuits 26 and 

and identification lag constructed m accordance with the . . . - A . , , A , , 

& antennas 24 at the time tag 20 is produced. As described 

present invention; beloWj however> the ^1^^ fiUing of ^ositioos 30 with 

FIG. 24A is a partial electrical diagram representation of conductive material, for example the same conductive mate- 

the exemplary resonant circuit as in FIG. 23; 5o rfal used to reS ponse circuit 22 and antennas 24, 

FIG, 24B is a partial electrical diagram representation of determines which of the code circuits 26 are connected to the 

the exemplary resonant circuit as in FIG. 23; and antennas 24. Thus, the selective filling of positions 30 

FIG. 24C is a partial electrical diagram representation of determines the response of tag 20 to a query signal emitted 

the exemplary resonant circuit as in FIG. 23. by signal source/reader 32. 

Repeat use of reference characters in the present specifi- 55 If positions 30 are punch through positions, electrical 

cation and drawings is intended to represent same or analo- communication is initially enabled between code circuits 26 

gous features or elements of the invention. and antennas 24. To establish the response of tag 20, holes 

are selectively punched through tag 20 at positions 30. 
Each code circuit 26 is configured to output a particular 
60 response code to one or more of antennas 24 in response to 

Reference will now be made in detail to presently pre- a query signal received from antennas 24. Preferably, the 

ferred embodiments of the invention, one or more examples response code is comprised of one or more signal pulses, the 

of which are illustrated in the accompanying drawings. Each specific code being defined by the number of pulses, the 

example is provided by way of explanation of the invention, individual duration of each pulse, and/or the interval 

not limitation of the invention. In fact, it will be apparent to 65 between pulses. These three parameters may be varied to 

those skilled in the art that modifications and variations can form a unique time-domain signature for each code circuit 

be made in the present invention without departing from the 26. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 
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For example, exemplary response codes are illustrated io 
FIG. 13. Twelve unique response codes 34, 36 and 38 are 
illustrated. The four response codes 34 vary by duration of 
the pulses. The response codes 36 have pulses of the same 
duration, but vary in the number of pulses and in the interval 5 
between pulses. The response codes 38 have multiple pulses 
that vary in duration. 

The particular response code output by a code circuit may 
be determined by the circuitry of the code circuit. Exemplary 
components used in the circuits are capacitors, resistors and 10 
inductors. 

Capacitors are formed by alternating flat layers of con- 
ductive and non-conductive material to form a multiple layer 
sandwich. In a printed circuit application, capacitors may be 
manufactured by printing alternating layers of conductive 35 
and dielectric polymers. The capacitance value and dis- 
charge rate generated by a given design is determined by the 
geometric size and shape of the alternating conductive and 
dielectric layers (the larger the surface area the greater the 
capacitance) and the number of layers used for any given 2 o 
design (the more layers the greater the capacitance). 

Similarly, predefined geographic areas of conductive 
polymer may be separated by a preset distance to form an 
inductor. The value of the inductor may be varied by 
changing the geometry of the printed design. 25 

Referring again to FIG. 2, code circuits 26 may be active 
or passive. If passive, they are energized by the query signals 
and, using this energy, output the response codes to the 
antennas. Thus, if antennas 24 are configured to receive and 
transmit radio frequency signals, tag 20 may be described as 30 
a passive radio frequency (RF) ID tag. If active, a power 
source and transmitter circuit are provided. 

As described above, each code circuit 26 may be config- 
ured to output its own response code in response to a query 
signal received by antennas 24. That is, the code circuits 35 
may be configured so that they differ in their time-domain 
response. In another preferred embodiment, however, the 
code circuits output the same time-domain response but do 
so such that the resulting response signal for each is trans- 
mitted at a different frequency. Furthermore, the code cir- 40 
cuits may be constructed so that they differ in both time- 
domain and frequency response. 

The output frequency may be chosen in various manners. 
For example, antennas 24 may have different lengths, num- 
bers of turns, or diameters so that each receives and trans- 45 
mits at a different frequency range. The antennas may be 
constructed so that certain of these characteristics are select- 
able. The particular frequency within the frequency range 
may be determined by the value of certain components, for 
example capacitors, within the code circuits, and, in another 50 
preferred embodiment, the code circuits are constructed so 
that the frequency may be fine-tuned by selecting the values 
of, or the connections between, such components. Selectable 
connections between code circuits and antennas may be used 
to select specific combinations of these frequency charac- 55 
teristics. Thus, the frequency at which tag 20 responds is 
another variable that may be selected to provide a unique 
response signal for the tag. Since no selectable connections 
are provided in the code circuits 26 in FIG. 2, output 
frequency is selected by selecting a connection between a 60 
given code circuit and a given antenna. 

In general, the resonant frequency F of a tuned circuit may 
be represented by: 

F-(**)(ix)^ 65 

where C is capacitance (in farads) and L is inductance (in 
henrys). Inductance is, in turn, a function of antenna 
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diameter, antenna length, and the number of antenna turns. 
Thus, the resonant frequency of a circuit as in FIG. 2 may 
be selected by determining circuit capacitance, antenna 
length, antenna diameter, and/or antenna turns. Antennas 24 
in FIG. 2 are printed using conductive inks. Therefore, 
antenna lengths, turns and diameter may be set as a part of 
the printing process. To permit frequency selection at the 
antenna, open or punch through positions may be defined 
within the antenna so that its length and the number of its 
turns may be selected at the time of manufacture or at an 
end-use location. 

The amplitude, i.e. the strength, of the response signal is 
also a function of the lag circuitry. For example, the amount 
of current flow of coupled circuit patterns in a tag as in FIG. 
2 is a function of the number of antenna turns and the area 
of the antenna coil. Thus, adjusting the length, which adjusts 
the area, of the antenna coil, or the number of its turns, also 
adjusts the amplitude of the response signal. Accordingly, 
the response signal includes, for example, three components 
which may be selectively determined to determine a par- 
ticular response signal for a tag: (a) frequency response, (b) 
time-domain response, and (c) amplitude. 

Referring again to FIG. 2, and assuming that one or both 
antennas 24 are connected to a code circuit 26 to establish 
one or two resonant circuits, reader 32 cycles through a 
range of frequencies to "read" the tag. Each antenna 24 
receives a query signal only at its operating frequency. Each 
resonant circuit is energized by the query signal at its 
operating frequency and provides its maximum response to 
the reader at that frequency. Preferably, the tag responds at 
the same frequencies at which the reader transmits the query 
signal. 

Preferably, reader 32 uses one of two methods for trans- 
mitting query signals and reading the frequency of a tag's 
response signal. In the "pulse" method, reader 32 transmits 
short signals, or pulses, over a range of frequencies includ- 
ing the frequency ranges of each antenna, A resonant circuit 
receiving one of these query signals at its operating fre- 
quency begins to resonate and continues to resonate after the 
query signal ends, at which point reader 32 detects the 
response signal. 

In the "continuous" method, reader 32 transmits a con- 
tinuous query signal, sweeping through a range of frequen- 
cies including the frequency ranges of the antennas on the 
tag. Reader 32 acts as both a transmitter and a receiver and, 
thus, detects the presence of its own transmitting query 
signal. When the query signal reaches a resonant frequency 
for the tag, a response signal is generated as discussed 
above. Reader 32 th en detects an increased signal strength,"^ 
identifying a particular resonant frequency in the response 
signal for the tag. 

In FIG. 2, there are two available response codes, gener- 
ated by respective code circuits 26, and two available 
antennas 24 which will operate at different frequencies when 
connected to the code circuits. Assuming that both code 
circuits 26 are not simultaneously connected to a single 
antenna, there are eight response code/output frequency 
combinations possible for the tag. That is, there are eight 
possible response signals. A particular response signal may 
be selected by enabling or disabling electrical communica- 
tion along leads 28 at communication positions 30. 

Reader 32 is a programmable RF signal source and reader. 
It is programmed in accordance with the specific frequency 
and time domain information required to identify a specific 
s et of response sign als from tags 20. That is, although a lag 
20 may be configured 10 have a very large number of 
selectable response signals, reader 32 may be programmed 
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lo look only for a limited number of these signals. Thus, 
reader 32 may be used to find particular items, for example, 
luggage and mail, where each item has a tag 20 coded to 
output an identifying response signal. 

Reader 32 may be programmed to interpret the response 
signal and translate it to a code word readable by a human 
operator. Custom programs and data libraries may be gen- 
erated that assign specific code words to the response signal. 
For example, one set of code words might be names of 
specific products, or might be serial numbers associated with 
particular items. The code words or numbers assigned to any 
set of response signals may be established via software in 
reader 32. 

Accordingly, tags 20 may be used in a variety of RF ID 
tag/label applications. Since they may be, for example, 
approximately 300 microns thick, these tags can be unob- 
trusive. If they are printed on a flexible adhesive substrate, 
they can be easily applied to products and wrapped around 
curved surfaces. Furthermore, the printing process permits 
low-cost mass production and eliminates the need for sen- 
sitive electrical components, thereby diminishing the like- 
lihood that the tags will be inoperatively damaged. 
Additionally, the configuration of the code circuits and the 
input/output mechanisms can permit a very large number of 
possible analog response signals, which may be set at the 
time of manufacture or at the end-use location. 

For example, a mailing label 34 is illustrated in FIG. 4. 
The label may include a response circuit (not shown) and 
antennas with selectable positions 30 so that information 
about the mail to which tag 34 will be attached may be 
coded. Depending upon the configuration of the response 
circuit and the antennas, and the number of positions 30, the 
tag may be coded with a variety of information, including a 
zip code and/or street address. 

ID tag response circuits and antenna patterns may be 



The selectable connections need not be only between the 
code circuits and the antennas. For example, referring to 
FIG. 14, opens, or punch through positions, 30 may be 
provided in antenna 24 to generate a multiple length 
5 antenna. As the open circuits 30 are filled in, or as the punch 
through positions 30 are punched through, the length of the 
antenna is extended or shortened, and the frequency at which 
the circuit will transmit the response signal in conjunction 
with a code circuit is changed. In this example, assuming 
10 positions 30 are opens, the four opens 30 create four possible 
antenna lengths. 

A construction of a printed circuit capacitor is illustrated 
in FIG. 8. Capacitor 40 is constructed by depositing alter- 
nating flat layers of conductive and non -conductive material 
15 on a substrate 12. The layers of conductive ink form the 
conductive plates, the capacitance being directly related to 
the surface area of each plate. It is possible to adjust the 
value of the capacitor by changing the surface area of the 
conductive plates. 
20 As shown in FIG. 9 A, a conductive plate within the 
capacitor may be divided into multiple panels. These panels 
are connected to each other by conductive traces, or leads, 
28 to form the equivalent of a solid conductive panel. Opens 
30 are defined within the leads, thus disabling one or more 
25 of the panels 44. At the lime of issue, an ink pen, ink jet 
printer, plotter, etc. loaded with conductive ink may be used 
to fill in selected circuit paths to adjust the value of the 
capacitor. FIGS. 9B, 9C and 9D illustrate how subsequent 
non-conductive layers 46 and capacitor plates 42 may be 
30 added to produce a multi-value capacitor, the value of which 
is determined by selective connection or disconnection of 
leads 28. FIGS. 9E, 9F and 9G illustrate that capacitor plates 
42 may have various sized and shaped panels 44 to form 
complex capacitor designs capable of returning multiple 



constructed in a variety of suitable configurations. For 35 values depending upon the selection of panel areas on the 

example, FIG. 6 illustrates a multi-frequency design. Six- capacitor plates. 

teen different antennas 24 are select ably connected to a A similar process may be used to adjust the value of 

single code circuit 26 that generates one specific response resistors. Conductive inks are available in a range of resis- 

code when activated. Each antenna 24 is tuned to operate at tive values. Thus, the choice of such inks may determine the 

a slightly different frequency in conjunction with code 40 value of a resistor used in a code circuit 26. Furthermore, for 

circuit 26 by varying the lengths at which the antennas are a conductive ink with a given resistive value, the value of a 

printed. Open circuit positions 30 are left in the leads 28 printed trace is determined by the width and length of the 

between the antennas and the code circuit. If code circuit 26 trace and the height of the material. For two traces with the 

can output a single response code, there are over 65,000 same height and length, the trace with the larger width will 

possible response signals to which the circuitry of FIG. 6 45 be more conductive. 



may be set. 

go read the response signal, reader 32 (FIG. 2) cycles 
ugh each of the sixteen frequencies, transmitting, for 
nple, a short query signal burst at each frequency range 
recording the response. The specific response for the 
label is determined by the combination of frequencies at 
which signals are received. 

Similarly, as shown in FIG. 5, multiple code circuits 26 
may be selectably connected to a single antenna 24. In FIG. 



However, a lower resistive value for a given trace width 
may be achieved by parallel connection of multiple traces. 
As illustrated in FIG. 10, the provision of selectable con- 
nections in the parallel resistor pattern provides a selectable 
50 resistor value for the parallel combination. The resistive 
value may be used to determine the current flow in the 
circuit and/or the discharge rate of a capacitor. Depending on 
the construction of the particular circuit, a selectable resistor 
value could be used to selectively determine the amplitude 



3, sixteen code circuits 26 are selectably connected to 55 and/or the response code configuration of the response 

sixteen antennas 24. There is a one-to-one correspondence signal. 

between each code circuit 26 and an antenna 24. Multiple value capacitors may be used to tune a circuit to 

In the design shown in FIG. 7, each lead 28 of group A is a desired resonant frequency. FIG. 23 illustrates a tag 20 

connected to a single antenna 24, and each lead 28 of group having three separate resonant circuits, each having a select - 

B is connected to a single antenna 24. Thus, there are two 60 able frequency response. Each circuit includes a code circuit 

leads 28 connected to each antenna. Each of the code circuits 26 connected to an antenna 24A, 24B, or 24C. Each code 

26 may be selectively connected to either the group A leads circuit includes a capacitor 40 A, 40B, or 40C connected to 

or the group B leads. Provided that both code circuits 26 its respective antenna by an open position 30A, 30B or 30C. 

should not be connected to the same group at the same time Each antenna has a specific length and configuration so that 

and that no antenna should be simultaneously connected to 65 it will transmit at a frequency range different from the other 

both code circuits 26, there are over one billion possible antennas. Selectable connections may be provided in the 

response signals. antennas so that antenna geometry may be selected to tune 
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the antenna to a particular frequency range. Selectable 11 includes a code circuit 26 comprising a capacitor 40. 
connections within the code circuit may then be used to tune Code circuit 26 is connected to an antenna 24 by leads 28, 
the circuit to a specific frequency within the frequency range which have an electrical resistance. Together, code circuit 
of the antenna pattern. Selectable connections within the 26, leads 28, and antenna 24 comprise a resonant circuit. As 
antenna pattern are discussed below and, for ease of 5 illustrated in later figures, open circuits or punch through 
explanation, are not included in the examples of FIGS. 23 positions may be provided in antenna 24 and/or capacitor 40 
and 24. Similarly, selectable interconnections between the and/or leads 28 (if multiple code circuits or antennas are 
code circuits and antennas of the three resonant circuits are used) tQ enable a reS ponse signal from the cir- 

not illustrated. , . , , cuitry. For ease of explanation of the operation and con- 

Each antenna pattern may be attached to a muluple value 1Q stmction of the ^ ^ selectable connections have 
capacitor so that the resonant frequency may be selected. been ormtted m pj^j n 

Each capacitor 40A, 40B and 40C may be constructed to Bq[q ^ the resonam circuU of HG u defives [{s 
have multiple values as discussed above Assuming the from ^ RF s - , ated b the RF transmiUerf 

capacitors are constructed to have three selectable values reader 32 ^ 2) The acitor and lhe anlenna form a 
each may be represented electncally by three parallel JS fesonant cifCuit (hat resonates at a ific freque ncy. 
capacitors 401, 402 and 403 as illustrated in FIGS 24A,24B specifically, capacitor 40 alternatively charges and dis- 
and 24C. The selectable capacitor values are additive, pro- ch at a ific fate> when ^ s{ { receiyed from 
vtding seven possible values for each. Referring to FIG. antC[ma 24 matches thc fate of tQe antenna/capacitor circuit> 
24A, the selectable values for capacitor 40A are: the dfcuit rcsonates and generates a response signal. The RF 

tJJJ^ 20 frequency for which the circuit responds may be broadly 

adjusted by changing the length of the antenna pattern and 
am a am a finely adjusted by changing the value of the capacitor 40. 

2ni a FIG " 12 illustrates now a conductive ink printing process 

i!n j ma y be used to form a passive RF ID label with an 

402A and 403A, and embedded capacitor and antenna based upon the design of 

401A, 402A and 403A. FIG u * f &" 

Similar co^mbinations are available for the capacitors illus- ^ ^ layef Qf conductive ink> indicated within pnan . 

traced in FIGS. 24B and I 24C , om ]ane ^ inc i udes antenna 24, a first plate 45 of the 

The capacitors in FIGS. 24A 24B and 24C are connected ca itor> and leads 2 g. This layer is printed on substrate 12. 
to their corresponding antennas by opens 30A, and 30B and 3Q M in A icaiG A abovCj substrate 12 may ^ any suitable mate- 
30C, respectively. By selectively filling these opens, one of rfaL , t ma ^ fl ]M hay 

ing an adhesive rear 

seven possible antenna combinations for thc tag may be sufface fof aUacbment t0 an objeclj or it may be the surface 

chosen: 0 f t ^ e itself. If the substrate is a conductive material, 

it should be covered with a layer of non-conductive dielec- 
35 trie prior to applying layer 48. 

The second print layer is a layer 46 of non-conductive 
iaa & a iat dielectric ink. This layer is used to form a non-conductive 

*a iat a barrier between the top and bottom conductive capacitor 

ill ^a-d i -Mr- plates and to isolate conductive traces on first conductive 

24 A, 24 B and 24C , . . , .40 layer 48 from subsequent conductive layers. A connection 

Selection of a particular antenna combination determines ;m 50 ig ^ iQ ^ , 46 tQ jt e , ectrica , 
the frequency ranges for the resonant circuits Selective commuaication betwe en the conductive layers where 
filling of the opens in the capacitors determines the partial- desired 

lar frequency at which each circuit will operate within its ^ u indicated in hantom at 53> 

frequency range. Since seven capacitor combinations are 45 mc i udes thc top conductive plate 47 for thc capacitor as well 
possible for each antenna, 511 response signals are possible: ag a lead 2g {Q comp , ete the M a final stepj a tQp 

dielectric layer 46 is disposed to cover all of the exposed 
conductive ink. This prevents inadvertent short circuits from 
contact with conductive surfaces and provides protection 
50 from water. 

FIG. 15 illustrates how selectable connections may be 
used with the circuit design of FIGS. 11 and 12 to form an 
RF ID tag having a selectable range of unique response 
signals. In this example, the single value capacitor illustrated 
55 in FIG. 12 is replaced with a multiple value capacitor having 
five panels 49 on each plate. 

If a non-conductive dielectric material is used as substrate 
The number of combinations may be increased by con- 12, conductive layer 48 may be disposed directly upon 
structing the antennas to have selectable frequency ranges substrate 12. The first layer includes antenna 24, bottom 
and/or selectably interconnecting the code circuits of one 60 conductive plate 45, and electrical leads, 28. Bottom plate 45 
resonant circuit with the antennas of the others. In the latter is divided into five panels 49 connected by a series of traces 
configuration, the code circuits should be configured to 28. Each of the traces that connects the panels 49 contains 
output different responses, either in the time-domain or the one or more opens 30. By selectively filling the opens with 
frequency domain. conductive material, two or more of the plates 49 may be 

To illustrate the operation and construction of a passive 65 electrically connected. This determines the surface area of 
printed circuit RF ID tag, a simple resonant circuit like those plate 45 and adjusts the value of the resulting capacitor. In 
presented in FIG. 23 is shown in FIG. 11. The circuit of FIG. this example, capacitor plate 45 could provide five different 
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capacitor values. Changing the capacitor value changes the 
frequency of the resonant circuit and, therefore, changes the 
response signal returned by the RF ID label when it is 
interrogated by a reader such as reader 32 (FIG. 2). 

The antenna pattern 24 also contains a series of opens 30 5 
in the length of antenna 24. By selectively filling these opens 
with conductive material, the effective length of the antenna 
may be increased or decreased, changing the resonant fre- 
quency and amplitude at which the RF ID tag will respond. 

The next print layer is non-conductive dielectric label 46. 10 
Layer 46 contains a hole 50 to permit the interconnection of 
the circuit on layer 48 to the circuit on the subsequent 
conductive layer It also contains three rows of holes 51 
above the open circuits 30 of the antenna and capacitor 
traces. is 

The second conductive layer 53 includes the top capacitor 
plate 47 along with electrical traces 28 to complete the 
circuit through hole 50. The top plate 47 may also be divided 
into one or more panels 49 connected via traces 28 defining 
open circuits 30. By selectively filling the circuits 30 in the 20 
connecting traces 28, the effective surface area of the top 
plate of the capacitor may be increased or decreased, thereby 
adjusting the value of the capacitor. Three rows of holes 51 
are provided to permit the selective filling of the opens 30 in 
the bottom conductive layer 48, 25 

A final protective dielectric layer 46 is disposed to cover 
all of the conductive components. Holes may be left in the 
protective layer to provide test points where required. 
Additionally, three rows of holes 51 are left in this top layer 
46 to permit the selective filling of the opens in both lower 30 
conductive layer 48 and upper conductive layer 53. 

The open circuits in the antenna pattern and the capacitor 
may be completed at the time of issue or at the time of use 
by filling selected opens 30 with conductive ink or some 
other conductive material. In the example of FIG. 15, the 35 
open circuits in the antenna pattern permit selection from six 
antenna lengths. The open circuit pattern in the capacitor 
plates provide from five to eight different capacitor values. 
The combination of the multiple value capacitors and 
antenna values provide from thirty to forty eight different 40 
response signals for a single label. 

The label illustrated in FIG. 15 may be manufactured 
using the same number of manufacturing steps as the label 
in FIG. 12. The multiple value design approach permits the 
manufacture of complex RF ID labels with the same number 45 
of manufacturing steps as very simple single value designs. 
The combination of multiple value design with conductive 
ink printing permits low cost manufacture of RF ID labels 
having complex response signal structures. The flexible 
printing process can produce RF ID labels on materials as 50 
thin as 0.002 inches or on very thick sheets of rigid material. 

The same manufacturing method may be used to construct 
the design illustrated in FIG. 15 with a punch through 
response signal selection format. The principal difference is 
that all of the circuit paths for the antenna and the capacitor 55 
are completed during the manufacturing process. That is, 
there are no open circuits. The label is configured for a 
specific response signal by punching a hole in the circuit at 
a predetermined location to create open circuits in all but the 
desired paths. 60 

The first conductive layer is printed as is layer 48 (FIG. 
15), except that all circuit paths are completed in the printing 
process. Thus, opens 30 are now part of completed traces 28. 
The first dielectric layer 46 includes a hole only over the 
connection point between the conductive layers. The second 65 
conductive layer is identical to layer 53 in FIG. 15, except 
that the opens 30 are closed by completed traces. The top 
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dielectric layer 46 covers all conductive ink. No holes are 
provided except, possibly, for testing purposes. 

The top dielectric layer may be marked to indicate where 
the punch throughs should be made. Alternatively, a punch 
through machine may be programmed to make the punch 
throughs at the desired positions. The layout of the traces 28 
permit the punch throughs at positions 30 such that the 
punch through may be made entirely through the tag without 
affecting other circuit components. 

Another exemplary circuit design is presented in FIG. 16. 
The tag utilizes the same basic design as in FIG. 15 with an 
additional antenna pattern 242. The tag is manufactured 
using the same number of print layers as in FIG. 15, but the 
number of possible response signals increases from approxi- 
mately thirty to approximately one hundred forty eight. 

The first conductive layer 48 is identical to the conductive 
layer 48 of FIG. 15 except that an additional connection 
point is added to permit connection of the second antenna 
pattern 242 to the bottom plate 45 of the capacitor, and an 
additional open circuit 30a is provided to permit the selec- 
tion of antenna pattern 241 or 242. The lower dielectric layer 
46 is identical to the lower dielectric layer 46 of FIG. 15 
except that an additional hole 50a is provided over the 
connection point between the second antenna pattern 242 
and the bottom plate 45 of the capacitor. 

The top conductive layer 53 contains the additional 
antenna pattern 242. This permits the label to operate either 
on one of the frequencies of antenna 24a or antenna 24b, or 
a combination of one frequency from antenna 24a and one 
frequency from antenna 24b. This produces approximately 
twenty eight antenna combinations instead of the six pos- 
sible with the label of FIG. 15. The top dielectric layer 46 is 
the final dielectric coating. More holes 51 are present in this 
layer than in the top layer 46 of FIG. 15 due to the increased 
number of opens. 

In another preferred embodiment, the input/output mecha- 
nisms are contact points set in physical contact with elec- 
tronic leads in the circuit. A variety of scanning devices may 
be used to contact the contact points and measure a variety 
of electronic characteristics in response to a given input. 
These characteristics may be very simple aspects of the 
circuits, for example resistance, capacitance or continuity, or 
they may be simple or complex electrical signals generated 
by an embedded circuit. The electrical signal generated by 
such circuits could be characterized by a range of factors, 
including frequency, amplitude, voltage or time domain 
response. Since any number of these factors could be used, 
it is possible to devise a variety of circuits that could be 
characterized by many combinations of electrical factors. 

The contact points may be arranged in a variety of shapes, 
for example bars, strips, circles, etc. in a variety of patterns 
so that they may be read by manual or high speed automated 
systems. Exemplary configurations of contact points 54 are 
illustrated in FIG. 17. These contact points are scanned by 
an electronic reader. The reader is an electronic measuring 
device designed to read a range of electrical characteristics. 
The complexity of the reader depends upon a specific 
application and the number of codes generated by the 
system. The reader may be programmed with a specific 
software algorithm controlling how the label is read and 
what factors and values are used to determine the response 
signal generated by the label. For example, assuming a 
circuit having multiple contact points 54 (FIG. 17), the 
algorithm should determine what combination of contact 
points are read, in what order those contact points are read, 
what factors (for example, resistance, continuity or 
frequency) are measured, at which contact points are par- 
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ticular factors read, and what range of values for these 
factors are used to characterized a specific response signal. 

Since there are a great variety of possible ranges and value 
combinations, the reader is specifically programmed with an 
algorithm that allows it to read a series of labels. Thus, labels 
may be designed for a range of applications. Custom algo- 
rithms may be generated to provide a secure system for 
identifying and reading unique electronic signatures from 
custom labels. Those of ordinary skill in this art should 
understand that the number of possible algorithms is almost 
limitless. Accordingly, the discussion of exemplary embodi- 
ments below is not meant as a limitation of the present 
invention, and all suitable algorithms and label configura- 
tions are understood to be within the scope and spirit of the 
present invention. 

Contact labels, like antenna labels, may be preprinted for 
a specific application, for example credit cards, checks, 
stocks, driver licenses, contracts, government documents 
and retail products. The labels may be coded at the time of 
issue with a specific response signal for association with 
specific items. For example, a bank or company issuing a 
large number of cashier's checks may have checks pre- 
printed with a coded signature that uniquely identifies the 
company or bank that issued the check. Additionally, the 
label on each check may be coded at the time of issue with 
the identity of the location from which it was issued. 

The following examples illustrate how the electrical char- 
acteristic of a printed circuit may be used to provide a 
electronic signature, or response signal. All of these 
examples illustrate the use of opens which may be selec- 
tively filled using the printing techniques generally 
described above. It should be understood, however, that the 
punch through method is also applicable to these examples. 

FIG. 18 illustrates a simple electrical circuit using elec- 
trical continuity to determine a response signal for a printed 
circuit label. Each of five opens 30 is connected to a 
respective contact point 54, and all the opens are connected 
to a common contact point 54. The individual contact points 
are used to test the continuity of the circuit from the common 
contact point. By selectively filling the open circuits 30, 
applying an input signal (for example a voltage) at the 
common contact point, and measuring the output at the 
individual contact points, the continuity at the circuit 
between a common contact and the individual contacts may 
be determined. The construction as in FIG. 18 provides 28 
possible combinations. 

The six contact points 54 may be laid out in any geometric 
fashion. As illustrated in FIG. 19, the contact points may be 
laid out in a series of bars, permitting a high speed reader 32 
to read the cards or labels 20 as they are passed under the 
reader in a continuous fashion as indicated by the arrow 56. 

The circuit configuration of FIG. 18 may be multiplied to 
increase the number of selectable response signals. For 
example, FIG. 20A illustrates the use of five such circuits, 
each having 28 possible combinations, to provide 17,210, 55 
368 possible response signals. This circuit combination 
could be configured on a tag 20 as in FIG. 20B to be readable 
by a reader 32 (FIG. 19), The circuit may be printed on a 
label 20 approximately of the size of a retail price tag. 
Additionally, the label may be printed directly on a page to 60 
provide a unique electronic serial number for documents or 
individual pages. A more complex circuit may be employed 
to provide a secure serial number/response signal that could 
be read only by a reader configured to read that particular 
label series. 

FIG. 21A illustrates a circuit configuration configured to 
provide more complex responses. Code circuits 26 may be 
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configured to output unique response codes, for example a 
unique signal pulse pattern. The code circuits may output the 
response code at a particular frequency or voltage. The code 
circuits are directly attached to a common contact point 54 
and are selectively attached to a second common contact 
point 54 by open circuits 30. By selectively filling the opens 
and measuring the response from one contact point to the 
other, the circuit's particular response signal may be read, 
provided the reader algorithm knows what to look for. This 
two contact point example provides 28 response signal 
combinations. 

FIG. 21 B illustrates a tag 20 having contact points 54 and 
opens 30 arranged in an exemplary fashion so that the 
circuitry combination as in FIG. 21 A is used with a reader 
32 (FIG. 19). 

The configuration of FIGS. 20A and 21A may be merged 
to form a more complex circuit configuration as illustrated 
in FIG. 22A. An exemplary label geography for such a 
circuit is illustrated in FIG. 22B. 

While preferred embodiments of the invention have been 
described above, it is to be understood that any and all 
equivalent realizations of the present invention are included 
within the scope and spirit thereof. For example, although 
the use of conductive, resistive, and dielectric inks is 
discussed, it should be understood that any suitable additive 
manufacturing process that can apply successive layers of 
conductive, resistive, and dielectric material may be 
employed. Examples include vapor deposition and three- 
dimensional stereo lithography. Thus, the embodiments 
depicted are presented by way of example only and are not 
intended as limitations on the present invention. Thus, while 
particular embodiments of the invention have been 
described and shown, it will be understood by those of 
ordinary skill in this art that the present invention is not 
limited thereto since many modifications can be made. 
Therefore, it is contemplated that any and all such embodi- 
ments are included in the present invention as may fall 
within the literal or equivalent scope of the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method for encoding an encodable identification tag, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

providing an encodable identification tag including 
a substrate, and 

electrical circuitry disposed on said substrate and con- 
figured to receive a query signal and to output a 
response signal selectable among a predetermined 
plurality of response signals in response to receipt of 
said query signal, 

wherein said electrical circuitry includes a plurality of 
electrical components and a plurality of conductive 
traces, 

wherein each said trace is formed by a conductive 
material deposited on said substrate, extends 
between a first said component and a respective 
second said component, and has selectable states 
including an electrically conducting state in which 
said trace is electrically continuous from said first 
component to said respective second component and 
an electrically nonconducting state in which a gap is 
defined in said trace between said component and 
said respective second component, 
wherein said tag defines a receptacle at each said gap to 

receive conductive material to electrically close said 

gap, and 

wherein said response signal is dependent upon said state 

of said traces; and 
thereafter depositing a conductive material into said gap 

of at least one of said traces where said trace is in said 
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nonconducting state in said providing step, thereby 
changing said state of said trace. 

2. The method as in claim 1, wherein said providing step 
includes providing a plurality of said first components. 

3. The method as in claim 2, wherein each said second 
component is connected to a plurality of said first compo- 
nents. 

4. The method as in claim 1, wherein said first component 
is part of a code circuit configured to output a response code 
in response to said query signal, said code circuit comprising 
a plurality of said electrical components and being con- 
nected to a plurality of said second components by said 
traces. 

5. The method as in claim 4, wherein said response code 
includes a signal pulse. 

6. The method as in claim 4, wherein said electrical 
circuitry includes a plurality of said code circuits. 

7. The method as in claim 6, wherein each said code 
circuit configured to output a said response signal in asso- 
ciation with a said second component at a frequency differ- 
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ent from the frequency at which any other code circuit of 
said plurality of code circuits outputs a said response signal. 

8. The method as in claim 1, wherein said electrical 
circuitry is configured so that a frequency component of said 

5 response signal is dependent upon said state of said traces. 

9. The method as in claim 1, wherein at least one said 
second component comprises an antenna. 

10. The method as in claim 1, including a plurality of said 
3Q second components and wherein said second components 

include a plurality of contact points. 

11. The method as in claim 1, wherein said electrical 
circuitry is passive, said electrical circuitry being configured 
to output said response signal using energy provided by said 

15 query signal. 

12. The method as in claim 1, wherein said electrical 
circuitry is constructed from conductive material printed on 
said substrate. 

***** 
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